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1. Inside the Gates: Operation Santa continues, despite pandemic 
KTUU by Scott Gross/Nov. 18 
 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (KTUU) - Operation Santa first started in 1956, according to Command Chief Master 
Sgt. Winfield Hinckley, senior enlisted leader with the Alaska National Guard. 
 
“It’s a time-honored tradition,” Hinckley said. “It started out with a call from Saint Mary’s, they ran out 
of money to buy gifts for children. They had floods and they had drought and with that, they couldn’t 
afford gifts for the kids so they put out a request.” 
 
The Alaska National Guard heard the request and delivered the many donated gifts to the small village 
along the Yukon River. The tradition is still strong to this very day. 
 
“For 65 years we have not missed a beat,” Hinckley said. “With COVID, it’s been a rough year but it 
won’t stop us from carrying out this mission.” 
 
Over 65 years of history, the National Guard has delivered holiday cheer to hundreds of villages across 
Alaska. This year, for the first time ever, they will deliver gifts to Birch Creek, Stevens Village and 
Nanwalek. 
 



“We understand the hardships the communities have endured,” Hinkley said. “We’re focusing on what 
we can do for them not what we can’t.” 
 
The Alaska National Guard is not alone in its efforts. Over 50 years ago the Salvation Army joined the 
mission and has been there ever since. 
 
“It’s such a unique experience,” Maj. John Brackenbury, divisional commander of Salvation Army Alaska 
Division said. “It’ll be different this year but the essence of the program is still there, providing a need 
that may not be there if this program was not operational.” 
 
In years past, the National Guard and Salvation Army would arrive to villages with Santa and Mrs. Claus 
in tow. Due to COVID-19, the holiday heroes will not be making the trip. Instead, gifts will be delivered 
to the villages via a new CH-47 Chinook helicopter. The helo will unload the gifts and they will be 
dispersed to the village by community members. 
 
“It is a little sad that they won’t experience the full event with Santa and Mrs. Claus,” Hinckley said. 
“Even though the children and families in the villages won’t see Santa this year, the holiday spirit will live 
on.” 
 
“The kids get a backpack, school supplies, toys, a knit stocking cap,” Brackenbury said. “We’re also 
supplying games and books for the entire family because most people are inside now due to the 
pandemic.” 
 
The place where most of the gift wrapping is done, in the past with 50 to 70 volunteers, is now done in 
small groups in a variety of shifts. 
 
“This year we are really trying to rescue Christmas,” Brackenbury said. “We need everyone’s support in 
being able to make that happen.” 
 
Programs like Operation Santa rely heavily on people giving. Not only in time but also in donations. 
“Nothing is stopping Santa from getting these gifts out this year, not even COVID,” Brackenbury said. 
The Salvation Army is also looking for volunteers to help during the Thanksgiving holiday in delivering 
meals. 
 
The Alaska National Guard and Salvation Army have full support from Santa and Mrs. Claus. The 
partnership will start delivering the presents to Birch Creek and Stevens Village on Dec. 1 followed by 
Nanwalek on Dec. 8. 
Video: www.alaskasnewssource.com/2020/11/19/inside-the-gates-operation-santa/ 
 
2. Alaska Air Guardsman advocates for military, STEM careers for women in pageant win 
DVIDS by David Bedard/Nov. 18 

 
For many Americans, getting behind the wheel for a first solo drive is a rite of passage that comes with a 
sense of exuberance at opening the doorway to automotive freedom. 
 
That first zip down a bustling freeway without mom or dad scrutinizing every lane change can also come 
with jangled nerves at the idea of the training wheels finally coming off for good. 
 

https://westernusa.salvationarmy.org/alaska/ways-to-give/
http://www.alaskasnewssource.com/2020/11/19/inside-the-gates-operation-santa/


For Alaska Air National Guard Staff Sgt. Elizabeth McJannet-Bratton, noncommissioned officer in charge 
of Inbound Cargo, 176th Logistics Readiness Squadron, that rite of passage didn’t come first behind the 
wheel of a Buick sedan or a Honda SUV, but behind the yoke of a Cessna 172. 
Read more: www.dvidshub.net/news/383332/alaska-air-guardsman-advocates-military-stem-careers-
women-pageant-win 
NGB: https://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/2420948/alaska-guardsman-advocates-military-
stem-careers-for-women/ 
ANG: https://www.ang.af.mil/Media/Article-Display/Article/2420610/alaska-air-guardsman-advocates-
for-military-stem-careers-for-women-in-pageant-w/ 

 
 
3. Colorado Springs-based Army unit to receive strategic deterrence mission award 
DVIDS by Staff Sgt. Zachary Sheely/Nov. 17 
 
AKNG Excerpt: 
The 100th Missile Defense Brigade (Ground-based Midcourse Defense) is the only unit in the 
Department of Defense tasked with a dedicated mission to defend the U.S. and designated areas from 
intercontinental ballistic missile attack using ground-based interceptor missiles, emplaced at Fort 
Greely, Alaska, and Vandenberg Air Force Base, California. Redundant missile defense crews monitor the 
skies over the U.S. from Fort Greely and Schriever Air Force Base 24 hours a day. 
Read more: www.dvidshub.net/news/383227/colorado-springs-based-army-unit-receive-strategic-
deterrence-mission-award 
 
4. Capt. David Bedard: At home in the service, serving at home 
Newsminer.com by Ed Eagerton, Alaska National Guard/Nov. 13 
 
November is National American Indian Heritage month, also known as American Indian and Alaska 
Native Heritage Month. During this time, the United States honors and celebrates the diverse cultures, 
traditions, and histories of America’s indigenous people. One such person, currently serving in the 
Alaska Army National Guard, is Capt. David Bedard, commander of the 134th Public Affairs Detachment, 
who also serves during the week as the civilian public affairs specialist for the 176th Wing, Alaska Air 
National Guard. 
 
Bedard is half Inupiaq from his mother’s side of the family, and he is part Cree Indian from his Canadian-
born father. Though the mix of cultures from either side of his family gives him a more diverse history to 
draw from, one thing his entire family has in common is a rich tradition of service in the military, which 
is consistent with the rate in which Native American Indian and Alaska Natives serve this country. 
 
“According to the National Indian Council on Aging,” explained Bedard, “Natives serve in the military at 
five times the rate of the general populace. My father, part Cree, met my Inupiaq mother while he was 
stationed here at Elmendorf with the Air Force in the 60s. My father's father was a Canadian who joined 
the U.S. Army during World War I as a French interpreter. My mother's father was a scout in the Alaska 
Territorial Guard, a militia force comprising primarily of Natives, during World War II. I wouldn't even be 
here if it wasn't for my ancestors' military service.” 
Read more: www.newsminer.com/extra/alaska_post/capt-david-bedard-at-home-in-the-service-
serving-at-home/article_f6facdc4-2550-11eb-8a41-4b9ee0a87ce8.html 
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NGB: www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/2409697/capt-david-bedard-at-home-in-the-
service-serving-at-home/ 
Alaska Post: www.newsminer.com/extra/alaska_post/capt-david-bedard-at-home-in-the-
service-serving-at-home/article_f6facdc4-2550-11eb-8a41-4b9ee0a87ce8.html 
NGB Twitter: twitter.com/USNationalGuard/status/1328442702917201921 
Reddit: 
www.reddit.com/r/nationalguard/comments/jvjic4/capt_david_bedard_of_the_alaska_nationa
l_guard_is/ 
 
 
5. Sgt 1st Class Herbert Alex: An Alaskan Legacy 
army.mil by Victoria Granado/Nov. 12 
 

Over 200 miles northeast of Anchorage, on Mt. Sanford, three souls were lost in a tragic plane crash on 
February 19, 1971. Intended as a straightforward ferrying mission from Fort Richardson to Fresno, 
California, the trip was one of the many test flights for the Army U8-D, the first multi-engine aircraft for 
the Alaska National Guard. 
 
The impact claimed the lives of Lt. Col. William Caldwell, Maj. Steve Hanault, and Sgt. 1st Class Herbert 
Alex. Alex was the Alaska Army National Guard’s first aviation mechanic and a pillar in the Alaska Native 
community. Decades later, Charleen Shaginaw, one of Alex’s five daughters, remembers her father’s 
service to his country and the love he bared for his family and heritage. 
 
Alex, born in a small Eklutna village, was the son of Chief Mike Alex, the last traditional leader of the 
Alaska Natives of the Knik and Eklutna area. In his formative years, Alex’s family taught him the 
discipline of living off his ancestor’s land and, according to Shaginaw, taking only what was needed for 
nourishment. 
 
“My father was a lifelong Alaskan,” said Shaginaw. “Life, for his whole family, was subsistence hunting 
and fishing. Everyone worked on those lands. They chopped wood, carried water and built their own 
homes. It was definitely an independent type of lifestyle.” 
 
In 1951, Alex enlisted in the Army where he discovered his passion for aircraft and aptitude for all things 
related to aviation mechanics and maintenance. For three years, Alex served in the active duty U.S. 
Army in locations including Fort Knox, the Aberdeen Proving Grounds and Fort Eustis. Even after fulfilling 
his oath, Alex would continue his devotion to service and join the Alaska Army National Guard in 1960. 
Through his dedication, Alex and his family helped expand the military presence and tradition within the 
Alaska Native community. 
Read more: www.army.mil/article/240797/sgt_1st_class_herbert_alex_an_alaskan_legacy 
Also at: www.newsbreak.com/alaska/anchorage/news/2101175361317/sgt-1st-class-herbert-alex-an-
alaskan-legacy 

NGB: www.nationalguard.mil/News/News-Features/Article/2412339/sgt-1st-class-herbert-alex-
an-alaskan-legacy/ 
NGB Twitter: twitter.com/USNationalGuard/status/1326910163320762369 
U.S.Army: www.army.mil/article/240797/sgt_1st_class_herbert_alex_an_alaskan_legacy 
Newsbreak.com: www.newsbreak.com/alaska/anchorage/news/2101175361317/sgt-1st-class-
herbert-alex-an-alaskan-legacy 
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6. Calabro succeeds Radford as 176th Operations Group commander 
DVIDS by 176th Wing Public Affairs/Nov. 8 

 
Alaska Air National Guard Col. Matthew Calabro succeeded Col. Kenneth Radford as the 176th 
Operations Group commander during a ceremony here, Nov. 8. 
 
The group provides wartime and peacetime mission support of deployment operations, combat search 
and rescue, air control, rescue coordination, and strategic airlift for the 176th Wing. 
 
During the ceremony, Radford was presented with the Legion of Merit. The award citation highlighted 
the 176th OG’s efforts under his command. Under Radford’s leadership, the group saved 159 lives 
during rescue missions, deployed dozens of Airmen to Iraq, Africa, and other nations, and provided 
strategic airlift assistance after hurricanes Irma, Harvey, and Florence. 
 
Radford lauded the group’s Airmen for their hard work and camaraderie. 
 
“Having the opportunity to serve as the operations group commander has been the greatest honor of 
my professional life,” he said. “The members of this group really embraced esprit de corps. Thank you 
for innovating, taking care of each other, and for making this a place I looked forward to working at 
every day.” 
 
Radford will assume duties as the 176th Wing vice commander, a position most recently held by 
Calabro. 
 
Calabro thanked his past coworkers and discussed the important steps forward for the group. 
 
“Leaders at all levels must train to make quality decisions at the speed necessary for competition,” he 
said. “To the men and women of the 176th Operations Group, thank you for your sacrifice and your 
ability to make the impossible possible. When the rest of the DoD ventures north, they will look to us for 
guidance.” 
Link: www.dvidshub.net/news/382802/calabro-succeeds-radford-176th-operations-group-commander 
  
7. Super Soldiers! Army Combat Fitness Test team primes Alaska Guardsmen for physical fitness 
excellence 
DVIDS by Victoria Granado/Oct. 29 

 
The year is 2020 and with each new month comes a plethora of changes for civilian and military 
personnel alike. Policies and regulations fresh off the press come with the morning cup of coffee and 
Soldiers across the country adjust and adapt to meet their mission. Despite this ever-changing 
landscape, Soldiers can look to one steadfast constant: the Army’s standards for superior combat 
readiness. 
 
True to the year’s theme, this autumn brings yet another development. This season, Soldiers of the 
Alaska Army National Guard will find themselves in the first testing cycle of the Army’s newest method 
for evaluating a Soldier’s combat capability, the Army Combat Fitness Test. For this transition, Soldiers 
depend on the Alaska Army National Guard’s own Army Combat Fitness Test team, led by Capt. Jessica 

http://www.dvidshub.net/news/382802/calabro-succeeds-radford-176th-operations-group-commander


Miller, the ACFT coordinator. The ACFT team has a total of five members, each with a range of 
experience in health and fitness. Following in suit, Miller is a registered nurse and Master Fitness Trainer 
course alum. 
 
“The ACFT is very different from the APFT,” said Miller, referring to the Army Physical Fitness Test which 
has been completely phased out as of Sept. 30. “Everything from the surface requirements to the 
equipment involved, the ACFT is a more physically challenging test.” 
 
In an effort to transform the Army’s fitness culture, the ACFT incorporates movements and exercises a 
Soldier would apply while out in the field. Soldiers will find themselves contending with challenging new 
tests such as the sprint-drag-carry and standing power throw hand release. The ACFT team has been 
facilitating and assisting Soldiers for over a year in training for the heightened standards. 
Read more: www.dvidshub.net/news/382057/super-soldiers-army-combat-fitness-test-team-primes-
alaska-guardsmen-physical-fitness-excellence 

 
—ALASKA NEWS OF INTEREST— 
  
8. Alaska Airlines flight hits bear on runway during landing 
CNN by Kelsie Smith/Nov. 16 
 
In an unusual collision, an airplane hit and killed a brown bear while landing at the Yakutat Airport in 
Alaska on Saturday. 
 
Alaska Airlines Flight 66 was arriving from Cordova into Yakutat when the flight crew saw two bears 
crossing the runway, according to a statement by Alaska Airlines. 
 
"The nose gear missed the bears, but the captain felt an impact on the left side after the bears passed 
under the plane," the airline's statement said. Pilots then spotted a bear lying several feet off the center 
of the runway while taxiing the Boeing 737-700 aircraft for parking. 
 
The left engine cowl of the plane was damaged in the collision and maintenance technicians are 
currently working to repair the aircraft. Six passengers were on the flight at the time, but no injuries 
were reported. 
 
After being informed of the incident, airport maintenance and operations crews removed the bear's 
carcass and brought it to a storage warehouse, according to Sam Dapcevich, a public information officer 
for the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities. 
 
The Alaska Department of Fish and Game was contacted to arrange for proper disposal of the bear. 
"It's a rare occurrence for something like this to happen," Dapcevich told CNN. "I've been in Alaska my 
whole life and we've had aircraft strike birds and other animals ... but this is the first instance of a bear 
that I've ever heard of." 
 
The airport is partially fenced. The airport's operations crews are trained by the US Department of 
Agriculture to use pyrotechnics and vehicles to deter animals from coming near the runway and 
interfering with aircraft operations, Dapcevich said. 
 

http://www.dvidshub.net/news/382057/super-soldiers-army-combat-fitness-test-team-primes-alaska-guardsmen-physical-fitness-excellence
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Crews had previously seen two bears in the area and believed them to be a female bear and a cub. On 
the day of the incident, crews had not seen any wildlife during snow removal operations, according to 
Dapcevich. 
 
Local photographer and biologist Robert Johnson said he was surprised by the incident. He went out to 
capture the scene after speaking with his neighbors who were passengers on the flight. 
 
"It was an unusual occurrence, actually a first in Alaska at least," Johnson told CNN. "I've worked with 
bears most of my adult life up here." 
 
In 1987, another unlikely collision occurred between wildlife and an Alaska Airlines airplane -- but that 
aircraft hit a fish. 
 
An Alaska Airlines flight was departing from Juneau when a large fish hit the Boeing 737-200 aircraft just 
behind the cockpit window. An eagle that had crossed paths with the flight had been gripping the fish in 
its talons. 
 
"In the process, the eagle either voluntarily released its meal or the rapid turn ripped it out of its claws," 
Anchorage-based Alaska Airlines pilot Captain Mac af Uhr wrote in a 2005 story about the 
incident, according to an Alaska Airlines blog post. 
 
Dapcevich said it was too soon to say what steps would be taken to prevent a rare incident like the bear 
collision from happening in the future. 
Link: www.cnn.com/2020/11/16/us/alaska-airlines-hits-brown-bear/index.html 
 
9. ‘Are We Getting Invaded?’ U.S. Boats Faced Russian Aggression Near Alaska  
New York Times by Mike Baker/Nov. 12 
 
ANCHORAGE — The crew of the Bristol Leader was laying out its long cod-catching line well within U.S. 
fishing territory in the Bering Sea when a voice crackled over the VHF radio and began issuing 
commands: The ship was in danger, it said, and needed to move. 
 
The warnings, coming in a mixture of Russian and accented English from a plane buzzing overhead, grew 
more specific and more urgent. There was a submarine nearby, the voice said. Missiles were being fired. 
Leave the area. 
 
Other U.S. fishing vessels that were scattered over 100 miles of open sea were getting similar messages. 
Capt. Steve Elliott stood dumbfounded on the trawler Vesteraalen as three Russian warships came 
barreling through, barking orders of their own. On the ship Blue North, commands from a Russian plane 
led Capt. David Anderson to contact the U.S. Coast Guard, wondering how to protect his crew of 27. 
 
“It was frightening, to say the least,” Captain Anderson said. “The Coast Guard’s response was: Just do 
what they say.” 
Read more: www.nytimes.com/2020/11/12/us/russia-military-alaska-arctic-fishing.html 
 
—NATION/NATIONAL GUARD NEWS OF INTEREST— 
  
10. National Guard called into Portland amid ‘widespread violence’ after election 
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New York Post by Ben Feuerherd/Nov. 4 
 
The Oregon National Guard was called into the city of Portland after protests in the city turned violent 
Wednesday night, police said. 
 
Local authorities declared a riot after groups of demonstrators destroyed property in the downtown 
section of the city, which the Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office described as “widespread violence.” 
 
“In the interest of public safety, Governor Kate Brown, under the advice of the Unified Command, has 
activated the use of the Oregon National Guard to assist local law enforcement,” the agency said in a 
tweet. 
 
“Guard members are trained in crowd control and will be riding with local response teams. They are 
dressed in military-style garb, which is their uniform,” they added. 
 
The outburst of destructive protests comes a day after the contentious presidential election was held 
Tuesday night, but no clear winner emerged by Wednesday in the contest between Joe Biden and 
President Trump. 
 
Portland has been hit by a wave of destructive protests since the police killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis that touched off demonstrations and riots in cities across the country. 
 
On Wednesday, two groups of demonstrators rallied in separate parts of the city before making their 
way downtown by about 7 p.m. local time, Fox 12 reported. 
 
Some of the protesters then ran riot in the city, destroying ATMs, vandalizing buildings and breaking 
windows, according to the report. 
Link: nypost.com/2020/11/04/national-guard-called-into-portland-for-post-election-violence/ 
 
  
*This is a product for internal use. It is a snap shot of media coverage (favorable, unfavorable, true, 
false) and not a validation by the PA office. 
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